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KITCHEN SPECIAL 
AN IN-DEPTH look INTO CUTTING EDGE

SOLUTIONS FOR OUR KITCHENS

SMART WORK
VIKRAMA ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN

SOLUTIONS THAT SPEAK VOLUMES
STUDIO HINGE

OF CALM 
FADD takes inspiration from Le Corbusier  
and Pierre Jeanneret to channel iconic  
design into a home

A LUSH SENSE  
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The Ash Abode in Gurugram is a 
double-heighted expanse of calm 
and mid-century-inspired detailing. 
With this project, the Farah and 
Dhaval Design Studio (FADD) 
team has successfully combined 
iconic design inspirations with the 
demands of a family home.

This is a sumptuous homage to Villa 
La Roche. From the colour palette, so 
refreshingly reminiscent of 1950s ice-
cream parlours, to the textured walls and 
the metallic accenting, The Ash Abode 
is unapologetically inspired by the Le 
Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret oeuvre. 

A LUSH SENSE  
OF CALM

Text By Shruti Nambiar
Photographs Courtesy Gokul Rao Kadam
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The double-heighted structure in 
Gurugram is home to a family of 4. 
The residents wished for a minimalist 
home, and Farah and Dhaval Design 
Studio (FADD) delivered on the brief by 
infusing a lush sense of calm into the 
spaces. “Inspired by the Villa La Roche, 
the polychromatic feel is evident with the 
green colour block meeting the grey wall 
that in turn meets the sienna floor,” states 
the team. The charm of the place is in its 
confident subtlety, realised in spite of the 
presence of a self-assured scheme full of 
striking materials. 

The tan leather sofa makes an indelible 
impression, which is a tall order in the 
face of so much competition. The team 
refers to a “Zen-like calm and stillness”, 
established by the mix of woven furniture 
detailing, the pristine sheen of the copper 
lamps and accenting, and the almost-
exciting meeting of the sombre grey walls 
and the earthy sienna floor. 

The copper detailing is a surprise. It exists 
in a gloriously uninhibited form and its 
dull shine elevates the spaces it exists in. 
The main door is all copper, aptly leading 
one into the stylish ensconce of the house. 
Flushed with natural light, the rooms’ 
few-decades-old look is fed by the fabric 
upholstery - the greens, blues and browns 
in the colour palette are perfection. 
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A more understated element in the 
design scheme is all the geometry at 
play. The rug in the main room, with its 
patchwork of checked patterns, is a quiet 
element in the room but enhances the 
whole room brilliantly. The black Vibia 
chandelier watching over the space and 
highlighting its height is simple enough 
to not overpower it thanks to its strikingly 
slender form. The large circular disc 
light in the foyer is like a spiritual being, 
readying every one entering the house for 
a calming experience. 

In the dining room, again spare and 
non-fussy in its aesthetic choices, are the 
angular delights of a simple cone-shaped 
overhanging lamp, wooden side-boards 
with uneven shelving and a circular table 
with a collection of slanting, dancing legs 
clustered beneath it. The green leather 
chairs affording a direct sheet of sunlight 
from a wide window are, of course, 
always inviting!
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This geometric ingenuity follows in the 
guest room too, which is a tidy space 
whose bed is overlooked by a sage 
laminate closet wall and a couple of 
slender, basket-weave-like lamps from 
Secto Design. The daughter’s room in the 
lower floor is an absolute delight! 

The backdrop wall features angular 
patterns of rose, lavender, grey and blue 
patches that are then enhanced by copper 
lamps looking like clusters of bowls. The 
daughter’s room on the upper floor, on 
the other hand, has a luxurious custom-
made bed standing against a wall that 
features a large, beautiful rose pattern. 

The colour palette here is dominated 
by greys, rusts, and olives. The grooved 
cement wall in the master bedroom 
complements the winged cane bed and 
the olive cane chair in the reading corner 
overlooked by a lovely salad-bowl-shaped 
grey lamp. In this subtle universe, a 
startling red antique chest brings in a 
wave of surprise. ‘Fire’ against earthliness 
is what the team was thinking. 

One need only look at the study   
    room -it has sage green walls,
beautiful mid-centurytables,  

                                              

                      green-and-mustard 
                         

           leather 

                      custom chairs.
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The family room establishes the design 
team’s careful consideration of the 
family’s needs further. This space is a 
bit of a chic cave with its beautiful cane 
floor lamps a dual-material-and-form 
coffee table, a television set-up and a 
large wall clock, a spare interpretation 
of a chronograph. In all the rooms, the 
carefully chosen elements come together 
to form a sense of security and comfort, 
never once falling down by the wayside in 
an attempt to be eccentric. 
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It is difficult to think of a calmer but 
still solidly stylish space where one 
could retire to, to read or just reflect 
about life! The Ash Abode is not 
from this world but is still resolutely 
modern. FADD’s success, overall, 
has been in channelling some iconic 
design inspirations and giving them a 
more relevant form. More specifically, 
the design scheme’s brilliance is 
in its muted shell approach and its 
reliance on custom elements.This is 
a beautiful, reassuring home. What 
more could one ask for?

  info@faddstudio.com
     www.faddstudio.com


	Cover Page July 2018 Final.pdf
	Page 20-27 (Cover Story- Fadd Studio)

